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Discover the remarkable life of Pierre-Auguste Renoir...Free BONUS Inside!Pierre-August
Renoir, leader of the nineteenth-century Impressionist movement, spent his entire life perfecting
his style. Rejected for decades, he depended on friends for a place to stay and money for
painting supplies. Renoir lived in poverty until his forties, and when he was finally discovered and
hailed as a great artist, his health began to fail him. Still, Renoir never gave up his passion for
painting.When he became crippled by arthritis, Renoir painted confined to a wheelchair with the
paintbrush bound to his wrist. His need to create beauty was the driving force of his life, and
throughout rejections and deteriorating health, Renoir retained an optimism that is reflected in
his paintings.Discover a plethora of topics such asEarly Life in PovertySuccess as a Portrait
ArtistThe Dreyfus AffairThe Price of FameLosing the Use of His HandsLast Years and DeathAnd
much more!So if you want a concise and informative book on Pierre-Auguste Renoir, simply
scroll up and click the "Buy now" button for instant access!



PIERRE-AUGUSTE RENOIRA Life from Beginning to EndCopyright © 2020 by
Hourly History.All rights reserved.Table of ContentsIntroductionEarly Life in PovertySuccess as a
Portrait ArtistRenoir and Classical ImpressionismA Husband and FatherSuccess in AmericaThe
Dreyfus AffairThe Price of FameLosing the Use of His HandsAn Unbearable LossLast Years and
DeathConclusionYour Free eBooks!IntroductionDuring the mid-nineteenth century, a new and
revolutionary art form called Impressionism changed the way people viewed paintings. Many
Impressionist painters came from a wealthy background, but Pierre-Auguste Renoir, born in
1841, had to quit school to help support his family. He would live in poverty for more than half his
life, struggling unsuccessfully to find recognition with a radical new art movement.Although
critics and the public rejected him outright, Renoir persevered, changing and perfecting a style
that was uniquely his. He depended on the kindness of rich patrons for money and referrals, and
for years, he received commissions to do portraits of his supporters. He was soon recognized as
an excellent portraitist, and while it brought in some money, it wasn’t the type of work Renoir
wanted to do. Luckily, his work was supported by his lifelong art dealer, who eventually launched
Renoir’s success with exhibitions in America. This changed his life forever. Suddenly, Renoir’s
art was in great demand all over Europe as well. The French government recognized him with a
medal, and Renoir became an undisputed leader of the Impressionist movement.When Renoir,
who didn’t have a home of his own until after the age of 40, finally achieved success, his life was
never the same again. Fame and wealth overwhelmed him, and at the height of his popularity,
Renoir developed severe health problems, making painting extremely difficult. Still, he kept
going. Pain was less important to him than creating the paintings he was driven to produce. Until
the very end, Renoir never stopped painting.Chapter OneEarly Life in Poverty“There is
something in painting which cannot be explained, and that something is the essential. You come
to Nature with your theories, and she knocks them all flat.”—Pierre-Auguste RenoirPierre-
Auguste Renoir, the future leader of the nineteenth-century Impressionist movement in painting,
differed from his immediate contemporaries in that he was poor. His grandfather had been left
abandoned on the steps of the local cathedral, and his father was a tailor. Renoir, born on
February 25, 1841, had the advantage of a rudimentary education in Paris, but by the age of 12,
he had to leave school to help support his family, which consisted of his father Léonard, mother
Marguerite, and three older siblings.Already displaying a proclivity for art, Renoir apprenticed
painting porcelain figures on delicate Limoges china. He did quite well until, a few years later, the
painting of china was done by machines and he was out of work. Luckily, he had been taking
drawing classes, and in 1862, at age 21, Renoir was accepted at the prestigious École des
Beaux-Art. During this time, he also started taking lessons at the studio of Swiss artist Charles
Gleyre. There, he met fellow future Impressionists Frédéric Bazille, Alfred Sisley, and Claude
Monet, with whom he would form lifelong friendships. Through Monet, Renoir also became
acquainted with other upcoming artists such as Camille Pissarro and Paul Cézanne.This group
of young artists bonded over their shared desire to do away with conventional rules and
traditions and make art that was vibrant and visually striking rather than muted and detailed.



Their love of painting colorful landscapes, portraits, and still life set them apart from the rest of
the art world, which focused mostly on toned-down religious and historical themes. Renoir would
often join Monet, Bazille, and Sisley for forays into the countryside, where they painted
landscapes in the open air rather than in the studio, which was the custom in the mid-nineteenth
century.At the time, the way for artists to make a name for themselves was to exhibit at the
annual government-sponsored Salon. This conservative group rejected most of the submissions
made by budding Impressionists, including Renoir. Édouard Manet, who was wealthy and could
afford to scorn the Salon, eventually stopped submitting his work altogether.In 1869, Renoir
painted La Grenouillère, which depicts a group of people boating on the river Seine. He painted
the scene alongside Monet, whose version is called Bain à la Grenouillère. The short brush
strokes, bright colors, and blurry depiction of a moment in time lacked detail, but it was one of
the first recognizable works of Impressionist art. Critics thought it looked incomplete, however,
and denounced it.During his early years as an artist, Renoir lived in poverty, lucky to make the
occasional sale. At times, he could not even afford to buy paint, and he very much depended on
friends for a place to stay and to paint. They were happy to oblige, and Renoir spent years
moving from one address to another. His friend Jules Le Coeur not only helped him financially
but also commissioned Renoir to paint portraits of the entire La Coeur family. In addition, La
Coeur’s property near Fontainebleau and its beautiful forest provided Renoir with endless
inspiration for painting landscapes.It was La Coeur who introduced Renoir to the first love of his
life, model Lise Tréhot. Lise would become Renoir’s sole model and mistress for several years.
She appears in many of his early paintings, such as Lise Sewing, In Summer, and A Nymph by a
Stream. In fact, his very first success at the Salon came in 1868 when he presented his painting,
Lise with a Parasol. Undoubtedly, Renoir’s romantic feelings toward Lise helped infuse the
paintings with tremendous passion. Since Renoir had little money, it is doubtful that he paid Lise
throughout the years she posed for him, including in the nude, but only his closest friends were
aware that Lise was more than his model.In December of 1868, Lise gave birth to the first of the
couple’s two children. Since Renoir couldn’t afford to support a family and Lise didn’t want to
face the humiliation of raising an illegitimate child, their son Pierre was taken to a foundling
hospital immediately after his birth. Renoir never acknowledged him, and nothing was known of
his existence until certain letters were found following Renoir’s death. It is thought that Pierre
most likely died before the age of one. Two years later, Lise gave birth to a daughter, Jeanne.
This child was likewise given away to foster parents. Perhaps it was guilt over his disregard for
Pierre, but Renoir did keep up with Jeanne’s development and supported her financially later in
life.Lise eventually left Renoir in 1872 and went on to marry a wealthy admirer in 1883. For his
part, Renoir went through a number of models and actresses to pose for him, but none of them
appears to have filled the void that List left behind.
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Patsy Chastang, “The life of Pierre-Auguste Renoit. This is an excellent book, beautifully written,
an in-depth French impressionist painter. He painted until his death at age 70, The first 30
years he created, the last 40 years he created and had shows to sell his paintings and became
very rich during his lifetime. Even with arthritis in his hands and often painted from a wheelchair
he never gave up creating his painting and writing letter to friends. After he was unable to paint,
he taught two other young men to structure and mold from clay.  An Amazing story.”

Gary Upshaw, “Fascinating Life. Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1841-1919) is a famous French painter
known for bringing the impressionist style to the mainstream. Although he painted many portraits
which helped support his livelihood, his real life scenes are most famous, as Luncheon of the
Boating Party,”

Bevan, “Composite. This is a composite look at the life of an interesting and complex man.My
not knowing his works by name was a drawback in garnering background insights into Renoir's
works.I've never understood the rationale behind paying multi-millions for artworks, but ….. each
to their own.....?”

James Atwell, “An impressive impressionist. This is an insightful biography of Pierre-Auguste
Renoir. It also takes a look at the other impressionist painters in France in the late 1800's and
early 1900's. The book also looks at the effort it took to get this new art style recognized. A good
read.”

Linda McArdell, “A good short biography of one of the worlds most famous artists!. This series is
a good way to understand these very famous artists lives and who their contemporaries were.
Great reads!”

David Parker, “Born to Paint. Very enjoyable read . Knew very little about Renoir except that his
painting’s brush strokes have a feather quality in them.”

lorwig, “Interesting. Good book...”

Gian Andrea, “Born to create. Born to create. Driven by the desire to establish a new
style.Crippled by severe arthritis for an important part of his artistic career.Went from absolute
poverty to incredible wealth, fighting the urge to paint and create until his final, painful days, now,
at last, acclaimed leader of the Impressionist movement and legend himself.”

Lorraine Garant, “Very informative. I enjoyed this book. For a short read there was lot of
information in the book. I enjoy reading biographies and really loved this book as Renoir is one of



my favorite artists. Worth the read!”
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